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This dissertation applies a wealth of materials and literature obtained from field 
research conducted both in China and Singapore to reconstruct the life story of 
Venerable Zhuandao, a forgotten Chinese Master, against the background of Chinese, 
Singaporean and Southeast Asian social progress since the end of the nineteenth 
century. A comprehensive and in-depth research is conducted on the dissemination of 
Chinese Buddhism into Singapore and its development there. Through revealing and 
analyzing many publicly unknown historical details, an illustration is also given on 
Ven. Zhuandao’s personal contributions to the development of Buddhism in these two 
countries.  
This dissertation divides into eight parts and the ideas are arranged according to 
the following logic levels: 
Chapter One introduces the problem awareness and research significance of the 
topic. Then, an academic review of the research on Chinese Buddhism in Singapore, a 
description of current research status, an explanation of methodology and source of 
information are given in detail. 
Chapter Two mainly focuses on the illustration of brief social history and 
situations of Chinese Buddhism in China and Singapore during the first half of the 
twentieth century, forming a specific horary and spatial background for the study of 
Ven. Zhuandao and the study of his efforts to disseminate Buddhism in Singapore. 
Chapter Three gives a detailed survey of Ven. Zhuandao’s early life experiences 
which include his birth place, childhood environment, family origin, his Buddhist 
masters and the Buddhist school he belonged to. An account of his early travels and 
learning experiences in China, his experience of taking important positions in Chinese 
monasteries is made in this chapter as well. What’s more, this chapter analyzes the 
reasons why Ven. Zhuandao decided to propagate Buddhism in the Southeast Asia, 
paving the road for accounting how Ven. Zhuandao established the Chinese 
Buddhism system there in the next chapter.  
Chapter Four illustrates how Ven. Zhuandao established the Chinese Buddhism 















there. It gives a detailed description of the founding of Buddhist temples, the forming 
of Buddhist groups, and the initiating of Buddhist education and Buddhist 
publications, as well as emphasizes the indispensable role of Ven. Zhuandao in these 
significant developments. 
Chapter Five chiefly accounts that while Zhuandao was developing the Chinese 
Buddhism in Singapore, he did not forget to requite his motherland. Therefore, this 
part illustrates how Ven. Zhuandao restored or reconstructed some monasteries in 
China, and how he helped his fellow monks in China in various ways and invited 
them to give Dharma teaching overseas. The focus of this chapter is to discuss his 
contributions to Buddhism in China, which was actually the fountainhead of the 
development of Chinese Buddhism in Singapore. Many monks who went to 
Singapore later to spread Buddhism had been influenced or helped by Ven. Zhuandao.  
Chapter Six investigates the in-depth causes of Ven. Zhuandao’s actions on the 
basis of the discussions in the previous chapters. It mainly explores Ven. Zhuandao’s 
Buddhist reform thoughts, its drive, its theoretical basis, its detailed contents and its 
specific practice. 
Chapter Seven explores the new development situations of the Chinese 
Buddhism in Singapore, which were due to social changes and were after Zhuandao’s 
times. These new situations included the emergence of the movement of metropolis 
Buddhism, Protestant Buddhism or reformist Buddhism and the emergence of 
transnational Buddhist organizations. Very few people have noticed the actually 
existed relationship between these new phenomena and the Chinese Buddhism system 
established by Ven. Zhuandao.  
Chapter Eight is the conclusion part. On the basis of the previous discussions and 
explorations, this section gives an analysis of the reasons why Ven. Zhuandao was 
forgotten, and ponders over related academic issues and the potential researches in 
related fields such as Chinese Buddhist history studies, modern Buddhist figure 
studies, and overseas Chinese studies.  
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